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Objetivos específicos aportados por el profesorado (2017-18)

This course will focus on the evaluation of social programs and will provide a thorough understanding of randomized 
evaluations. Through a combination of lectures and case studies from real randomized evaluations, the course will focus on 
the benefits and methods of randomization, choosing an appropriate sample size, and common threats and pitfalls to the 
validity of the experiment.

In addition to the lecture sequences, the course also includes various case studies. The case studies explore the concepts 
and issues discussed in the lecture sequences and involve some readings, followed by discussion topics. The discussion 
topics include multiple choice questions open response assessments. Students will also take multiple choice tests during the 
course that will be linked to the lectures’ contents and the compulsory readings for the case studies.
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CONTENIDOS:
Summary

This course will focus on the evaluation of social programs and will provide a thorough understanding of randomized 
evaluations. Through a combination of lectures and case studies from real randomized evaluations, the course will focus on 
the benefits and methods of randomization, choosing an appropriate sample size, and common threats and pitfalls to the 
validity of the experiment.

In addition to the lecture sequences, the course also includes various case studies. The case studies explore the concepts 
and issues discussed in the lecture sequences and involve some readings, followed by discussion topics. The discussion 
topics include multiple choice questions open response assessments. Students will also take multiple choice tests during the 
course that will be linked to the lectures’ contents and the compulsory readings for the case studies.

Important note: this course relies, among others, on the materials used in J-PAL’s/MIT course “Evaluating Social Programs – 
JPAL101x”.

Program
1. What is evaluation?
2. Theory of change and measurement
3. Why randomize?
4. How to randomize
5. Sample size and power
6. Threats and analysis
7. RCT: start to finish
(8. Cost-effectiveness analysis and scaling up) – if time allows
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Instrumentos y criterios de Evaluación 2017-18

Case studies –one presentation per student (see list of papers above and we’ll discuss details in class) and open response 
assessments during the course: 40%
Multiple choice tests during the course (no warning, they will be short and simple and happen along the way): 40%
Stata take home problem set on power calculations: 20%

The final grade in the second evaluation period is EXCLUSIVELY given by the grade obtained
in a retake exam (with theory and practice questions) about the whole content of the course.
Grades from continuous assessment, if any, will not be taken into account.

Additional resources and comments
All materials (slides, readings, Stata resources, take-home exercises, etc.) will be sent by email before each class.
Stata training modules: you do them at home if you need them. If your Stata skills are rusty do this before Unit 5 because this 
is not a Stata or a programming course.

EVALUACIÓN

Tipo Criterio Descripción Ponderación

ACTIVIDADES DE 
EVALUACIÓN 
DURANTE EL 
SEMESTRE

Presentations and open response 
assessments during the course: 
40%

presentations 40

ACTIVIDADES DE 
EVALUACIÓN 
DURANTE EL 
SEMESTRE

Multiple choice tests during the 
course (no warning, they will be 
short and simple and happen 
along the way): 40%

multiple choice tests 40

ACTIVIDADES DE 
EVALUACIÓN 
DURANTE EL 
SEMESTRE

Stata take home problem set on 
power calculations: 20%

Stata take home problem set 20
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